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20 Section 1

Friday, July 8, 1988

Justice for all, even Teamsters

Sometimes our government persists in doing the
wrong thing for what may sound like some very right
reasons. The provision for civil suits under the law
nicknamed RICO—for Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations—offers a lot of opportunities
to do just that. .

Too often of late, the Justice Department has been
tempted to wring the last drop of authority out of
what probably is a well-intentioned civil adjunct to the
criminal RICO law, which was custom-designed as a
weapon against organized crime.

When U.S. Atty. Rudolph Giuliani went to federal
court last week in New York City, he declared that
the government was “bringing a lawsuit to attack and
to reverse once and for all a major American scan-
dal—organized crime’s alliance with the Teamsters.”
He said Teamsters’ leaders made a “devil’s pact” with
the Mafia that perverted the union into a racketeering
enterprise and deprived members of their rights.

The pattern of racketeering, according to Giuliani,
includes 20 murders, a number of shootings, bombings
and beatings, extortion and theft, a campaign of fear
and misuse of union funds. What’s more, four of the
international’s last five presidents faced federal felony
charges and three were convicted.

Now if you're any kind of red-blooded, right-think-
ing, anticrime, anti-pact-with-the-devil American, all
that makes you want to jump up, click your heels and
vell, “Go get ’em!” It’s never been much of a secret
that there were a lot of bad guys mixed up with the
Teamsters and that a lot of their leaders have gone to
jail or should have. And it’s hard not to cheer on
anyone who wants to purge the union of any remain-
ing crooks and throw them in the slammer..

But that’s not exactly what Giuliani, a tough
prosecutor who doesn’t often discourage wistful Re-
publican talk about his future as a candidate for gover-
nor or the US. Senate, has in mind. In an otherwise
successful mob prosecution, he failed recently to make
a cniminal case of Teamster-related labor racketeering.
In the past, at a lower level, conviction of leaders has

led to civil’ suits to put the union locals under a
trusteeship so new elections could be held. But now,
without a related criminal conviction to hang it on
Giuliani wants to let the government take over the
whole union through a civil action, where the burden
of proof is considerably less then in a criminal trial.

There is something inherently unfair about that. Just
because Congress passes a popular law aimed at a lot
of bad guys, that doesn’t make it right. Granted, it’s
hard to get all worked up about somebody cutting
some comers to put the screws to the Teamsters and
trying to. run off the 18 members of the intemnational
exccutive board. But we have criminal laws to deal
with folks who do wrong. People are guilty of some-
thing, you make your case, convict them and put
them away. Otherwise, lay off. In this nation of laws,
the presumption of innocence must prevail.

O;Ih‘h;s time thﬂfe;’hon usc:dts aregmbalmedtheat the Teeu’nstf ers.

times re to property’ of -sus-
pected drug dealers who haven’t been indicted, much
less convicted. Or to seize a company tbought to be
controlled by the mob. That’s frontier Jusnce at its
crudest. Not far from the old “sure-we re—gomg—to-
give-these-horse-thieves-a-fair-trial-before-we-hang-’em”
kind.

If the civil RICO statute is to stand and be used in
the absence of an earlier criminal conviction, it should
be done only under the closest and most sensitive kind
of in-house Justice Department restraints. Sensitivity
and restraint in this sort of matter were never long
suits of the blessedly departing Atty. Gen. Edwin
Meese 111, whooncesuggmtedweshou!dn‘tbewo
concerned about suspects’ rights because if they
weren’t guilty they probably wouldn’t be

Rudolph Giuliani, who’s carrying the ball on this
one, has a prosecutorial soul. He sees evil. He wants
togetndofxt He and Meese call the suit a “surgical”
attempt to remove any Mafia taint from the union.
Commendable, but they should listen to a second
ollzglon First, get convictions; then go for the new
elections.
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